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. Groundwork Lawrence's New Year’s Eve

Celebration and Lantern Parade

As this edition goes to print, on New
Year’s Eve, Groundwork Lawrence will
host a Lantern Parade through the historic
North Canal Mill District.

Last year, the event drew more than 100
people for a festive evening of lantern-
making, art and poetry, and this year’s event
promises to be even bigger. The Parade
route from the Essex Art Center to the
Lawrence Heritage State Park will by lit by
more than a hundred recycled soda-bottle
lanterns made by Lawrence youth, and
eighteen local artists have created one-of-
a-kind lanterns to be raffled off on New
Year's Eve.

The artists hail from Lawrence,
Andover, Haverhill, Dracut., and
surrounding towns, and they range in age
from six to over sixty. Their work includes
lanterns made from wood, cast paper, glass,
ceramics, and recycled metal. Each piece
is unique, and together they offer a quirky
and upbeat collection of art to celebrate the
New Year.

The program for December 31
includes a lantern-making workshop at the
Essex Art Center, a reception and children’s
storytelling with Mayor Sullivan, and poetry
reading with the Robert Frost Foundation.
All of these events are free and open to the
public. The Lantern Parade is the only First
Night celebration in the Merrimack Valley,
and highlights Lawrence as an emerging
center for the arts. Three of the participating

artists (Barbara Fletcher, Terry Bastia

Featured Artist: Barbara Fletcher

Bird Lantern
Cast paper, approx. 15"H by 10"W by 6"D
Barbara Fletcher earned a BFA in
commercial art from Syracuse University.
She began her exploration of paper casting
at Haystack Mt. Craft School in Maine,
where she first learned papermaking in the
mid-1980s. After taking fantasy illustration
at the Rhode Island School of Design, a
theme of fantasy animals began to develop
in her work. Barbara’s castings utilize both
two- and three-piece molds and her pieces
range from small ornaments to larger 3D
work. Highlights of her casting method
involve recycled fibers and simple but
effective resist techniques for creating
texture and color on the paper surface. Her
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Terry Bastian

Light 2002: New Ideas from the Past
Metal, paper, approx. 24"H by 6"W by 6"D
Light 2002 is a created space for poets and
thinkers. Look inside or try to read the
writing as you approach the artifact, it is
only a simple tool to “see” an idea! This is
visionere #18, “New ldeas from the Past™.
The feather is a personal and ancient symbol

for the worth of a soul. The letters are both
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Michael Lafosse

Origami Lanterns
Handmade Paper, each piece approx. 3"H
by 6"W by 6"D







