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miles through the city and cuts
through the heavily populated
Arlington and North Common
neighborhoods. It is in most places
hidden by overgrown foliage and
buildings and obstructed by an 8foot-tall chain-link fence. In all
places, it is dirty and strewn with
debris.
But instead of the bags of
garbage and large pieces of metal
scattered along the shoreline, some
see great potential.
"I was amazed at the paradox
between the beauty of the setting
and all the junk that's in the river,"
said Christianna Fiocco, 19, of San

Diego, Calif. "I think what we're
doing is going to make a difference. The river could be beautiful
one day with work."
Mariana
Guicho,
14, of
Lawrence, said she has seen the
Spicket up close before, but didn't
remember it ever looking so bad.
"It's a fun way to spend the summer," she said of her time spent
with Youth Volunteer Corps, an
arm of the Merrimack Vlilley Community Service Corps, which
includes kids from Lawrence and
Haverhill.
"We're trying to do our part to
change people's perception that
Lawrence is a dirty city," Guicho
said.

Allen said he hopes the national
youth service group will send
another team to Lawrence next
year.
"I'm going to encourage our officials to get another team in here as
soon as possible," said the recent
Idaho State graduate. "Lawrence
definitely needs the help."
To help with the fall clean-up or
maTre suggestions about what you
would liTreto see happen along the
Spicket River, call Marianne E.
Paley, executive
director of
GroundWorks Lawrence, at (978)
974-0770. To learn more about
National Civilian Community
Corps, visit its Website at
www.americorps.com

