

Project's goal is to have Lawrence streets lined with trees

By Yadira Betances, Staff Writer

— 

LAWRENCE — Groundwork Lawrence wants to beautify city neighborhoods one tree at a time.

Through the GreenStreets project, the nonprofit agency will donate ornamental or flowering trees, including elms, maples, crab apples, dogwood, lilac and oriental cherries, to qualifying homeowners. 

"There are a lot of places in Lawrence that have small yard space, so we're catering to the area of land the owners have," said Rose Gonzalez, project manager at Groundwork Lawrence. "By planting trees, we create a nice place to live, work and play." 

Groundwork Lawrence will identify homeowners interested in getting trees by working with Bread and Roses Housing, the city's First Time Homeowners Program, Habitat for Humanity and Lawrence CommunityWorks.

Once they find the locations, Gonzalez said staff members will meet with the homeowners to access the land, gauge their interest and commitment and what type of tree they want. Once the tree is delivered, Groundwork will provide information on how to take care of it. 

"We want to ensure the trees will be alive and well," Gonzalez said. 

The trees come in a variety of heights, depending on the home's yard. They hope to plant at least 20 trees by the end of April, with more as homeowners sign up.

GreenStreets is a continuation of last year's Adopt-A-Tree program by Groundwork Lawrence, when 100 trees were planted on public properties in the Arlington neighborhood, North Common neighborhood, and Prospect Hill area, as well as Misserville and Storrow parks.

Gonzalez said it is difficult to maintain the upkeep of trees planted on public property, which is one reason why they are focusing on private homes this year. 

"The homeowner model is much more effective because they are investing sweat equity and are proud of it because it is part of their landscape," Gonzalez said.

Money for the project comes from the state's Department of Conservation and Recreation.

Consultants hired by Groundwork Lawrence in 2004 found there were close to 2,300 trees in the city, with Norway maples the most common.

"There are so many benefits to having trees, in terms of environmental issues and health factors, trees help reduce noise, provide shade and help with heating and cooling and storm water runoff."
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