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Thirty artists' works on the auction block for charity 

By Crystal Bozek, Staff Writer 

LAWRENCE - It will be environmentally friendly artwork to benefit a local environmental group. 

Thirty artists will show off their "ecoartwork" tomorrow afternoon at the new Washington Mills loft building on Canal Street. People can browse or start bidding on the work, which will ultimately be auctioned off Thursday at a Glow Gala to benefit Groundwork Lawrence.

Tomorrow's viewing from 1 to 5 p.m. is free to the public. 

"We wanted this to not be your typical art auction," said Heather McMann, deputy director of Groundwork. "We wanted them to create a piece of artwork out of something that already exists."

The pieces incorporate recycled materials, home furnishings, painting, photography and mixed media.

Groundwork Lawrence works with the city and community groups to do things like building new green spaces, setting up outdoor education programs and farmers markets, and organizing large-scale volunteer cleanups.

Besides checking out the art, people can tour Washington Mills, a recently renovated building that holds 155 loft-style apartments. Or visitors can pick up a map with coupons for one-day discounts at more than 20 shops and restaurants in downtown Lawrence.

"Our mission at Groundwork Lawrence is to also focus on community development," McMann said. "We are building connections with the mill district and businesses."

The Glow Gala and Fundraiser on Dec. 6, will include live music and dancing and a Taste of the Mill District as well as the art auction. It starts at 6 p.m. at Washington Mills.

Check it out

What: "Ecoartwork" exhibit to benefit Groundwork Lawrence

When: Tomorrow, 1 to 5 p.m.

Where: Washington Mills, Building 1, Canal Street
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