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Students take findings to Mexi

Studying
Spicket River
earns their trip

By Tivi WACKER
STAFF WRITER

Not a lot of high school sopho-
mores know what biodiversity
means.

At Lawrence High School, there
are three who could be heading to
an international summit on the
subject after spending the last few
months studying it in a place few
would think to find it, the Spicket
River.

The students and their teacher,
Rebecca Veilleux, received an in-
vitation to the Earth First Summit
for Kids on Biodiversity in Quin-
tana Roo, Mexico, thanks to their
work this summer counting all the
birds, plants, fish and worms that
make their home along this ne-
glected river in the heart of the
city.

Biodiversity is the study of the
variety of plants and animals in
any given environment, and these
kids found plenty of each in and
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From left, Lawrence High School students Priscilla Merced, Estephany
Berroa, Yashira Robles and Zachary Francisco, all 15, explore the Spick~
et River in the Chestnut Street area with their teacher, Rebecca

Veilleux.

around the Spicket this year, pro-
ducing a scientific study that will
soon be getting national attention.

“Students from all over the
world are going to be sharing with
my students what they’ve learned

about biodiversity,” said Veilleux.
“These kids are really interested
in environmental issues.”

So much so they spent their
summer at the Spicket River
counting all the plants, birds and

fish they could find and taking
careful note of each. It may sound
like schoolwork, said one student
involved, but when you really get
into it, it's fun.

“At first it sounded kind of
dorky,” said Zachary Francisco,
15, one of the three students head-
ing to Mexico. “But it’s fun to be

next to the river and outside. One |

day we looked for plants, another
day we looked for birds and then
we looked for fish.”

That’s what biodiversity is all
about, The variety of species found
in a given area is often used as a
scientific measure of how healthy
the environment there s. After a
century or so of running through
the heart of this industrial city, the
Spicket River’s environmental
health is definitely a question
worth studying, said Veilleux.

The teacher isn’t that far from
the subject herself. She is working
on her master’s degree in biodiver-
sity and was able to use the stu-
dents’ work counting fish in the
river toward her own degree. The
Iids took to the river like the fish
they were counting and came up
with an impressive list.

Large-mouth bass, lamprey eels,
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