ROLLING ON THE RIVER
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David L. Lacroix kayaks down the Spicket River in North Lawrence. He recently paddled from Central Catholic
High School to the Great Stone Dam to show the potential of the Spicket and Merrimack rivers as recreational
resources.

He only sees potential

¢ Efforts are under way to look
at cleaning and creating
recreational opportunities along
the Spicket and Merrimack
rivers.

By Shawn Regan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

LAWRENCE — Trudging along the
banks of the Spicket River with his blue
kayak “Swifty” in tow, David L. Lacroix
can'’t stop singing its praises.

The river, which winds for almost
three miles through the city and cuts
through the heavily populated Arlington
and North Common neighborhoods, is in
most places hidden and obstructed.

But instead of the bags of garbage
strewn all around, large pieces of metal
scattered along the shoreline, and 8-foot
chain-link fences guarding its banks,
Lacroix sees only potential.

“The water looks and smells clean,” he
yelled to shore, paddling at the base of a
waterfall in a pooling area where the
Spicket and the North Canal converge
near the mouth of the Merrimack River.
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A series follow-up

“It’s clear to the bottom in most places.
And there are lots of small bait fish.”

Last week, Lacroix, who sells and leas-
es medical equipment out of the KGR
mill building along the North Canal, set
out with Diane Collier, an artist at Essex
Street Art Center, to paddle the
Lawrence sweep of the Spicket Riverina
kayak.

In the city, the Spicket flows from the
Gateway district to the Methuen border,
meandering though North Lawrence,
from Stevens Pond, behind Malden Mills,
to Marston and Canal streets.

Lacroix and Collier entered the river
at the city’s only access point behind
Central Catholic High School. Further

upstream at the mouth of the Merrimack
River, they paddled another mile to the
Great Stone Dam. The journey took
about two hours.

“The Spicket has never been evaluated
to see if it is viable for recreational use,
rather than just caging it up with a
fence,” Lacroix said. “In my opinion the
fence hasn’t stopped people from dump-
ing stuff into the river, either. But it has
stopped anyone from trying the clean it.
I'd love to see the fence taken down, at
least in a few places were we could pro-
vide access to a rejuvenated river some-

ay.” .

Now that he has successfully and easi-
ly navigated the river, Lacroix, a novice
kayaker, hopes his trip will help launch a
grassroots effort to restore the river to its
former glory.

“People always want to say bad things
about Lawrence and the Spicket, but I
see the river as just a neglected water-
way that could be easily cleaned,” he
said. “Much like the city’s old mills, I see
the Spicket and the Merrimack as under-
utilized assets; resources where inner
city kids could learn to kayak in an urban

Please see KAYAKER, Page 14







