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Park place?

KRISTEN OLSON/Staff photo

Carlos Acevedo, 6, covers first base during a game of kickball, while Christopher Pagan, 10, throws the ball to the next “batter” on Brook
Street, where residents and community workers hope to build a park soon.

Pushing for a new city park

Efforts redoubled to clean up polluted Brook Street parcel

By TimM WACKER
STAFF WRITER

LAWRENCE — What was
once one of the city’s largest tax
liabilities could become a green
asset of another sort, as resi-
dents, community groups, the
city and the owners try to
change a polluted parcel at the
end of Brook Street into a com-
munity park.

The 2.7-acre Spickett River
parcel owned by the former
Fleet Bank, was burdened with
$800,000 in back taxes when a
city collection effort uncovered

€€ It one of our most notorious stretches of river. Its

very hard to take care of, but it could be one of the few

places where the public has access along the river. 52

Andre Leroux, associate director of Groundwork Lawrence

the neglected plot last year. The
bill was paid, but buried pollu-
tion and unfinished financing
still impede a three-year effort
to turn the garbage-strewn par-
cel into a verdant riverside park
in the heart of one of the city’s
most overlooked neighbor-

hoods.

“That site is a big problem in
terms of dumping because no-
body can see it back there,” said
Andre Leroux, associate direc-
tor of Groundwork Lawrence, a
nonprofit community rehabilita-
tion group that’s been pushing

the reclamation for the past
three years.

“It's one of our most notorious
stretches of river. It's very hard
to take care of,” he said. “But it
could be one of the few places
where the public has access
along the river.”

First, plenty of paperwork
must be filed and even more
money must be raised.

Fleet Bank acquired the prop-
erty, and with it a few environ-
mental headaches, eight years
ago when it acquired Shawmu

Please see BROOK, Page '

Doy\of 2



2062



